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been incongruous with one of those delightful portions of
outdoor Paris where "Ton s'amuse." The shadow of the
Black Death (there was bubonic plague in Noumea at the
time) seemed to have lifted for the time, and as for crime
and convicts—well presently up one of the avenues through
the flamboyants there appeared a line of grey-clad figures
carrying musical instruments. There were 25 of them all
told.
"They sauntered up to the band-stand laughing and
chatting as though they hadn't a care in the wide world.
Possibly they had very few ; fewer certainly than the peasant
toiling his sixteen hours a day for a bare living in far-away
France.
'They were guarded by a very bored-looking surveillant,
who carried in a sling a revolver which he was not allowed
to use, unless one of his charges struck him first.. . There
was a little tuning-up, then the conductor tapped his music-
stand, waved his baton of authority, and forthwith the sweet
strains of the c Intermezzo' from Cavalleria Rusticana began
to float out through the drowsy hush of the tropical evening.
'There is really only one word which could describe the
scene, and that is bizarre. .. But in Noumea no one, save,
perhaps, myself,, looked twice at the enclosure which con-
tained an amount of assorted villiany and potential violence,
rapine and sudden death as you could find the wide world
over in a similar space. There were men from every station
of life—soldiers, priests, lawyers, politicians, financiers, and
men who had once belonged to the Golden Youth of France
—inside the kiosk of the Musique de la Transportation.
'Collectively they had committed every crime, from
forgery to outrages for which civilized speech has no name.
The chef d'orehestre, for example, as the man who a few
years ago, sent a thrill of horror through ttte world by cutting
the heart out of a man whom he believed to be his rival in
his wife's affections (this is a triumph of Victorian under-
statement seeing that Pitazy, the man in question, returned
home from conducting an orchestral concert to find his wife
in bed with the aforementioned man whom he "believed to

